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Artist statement

Pablo Andres

Thoughts from a provisorial bedroom. The shared
thoughts about here and now; WHY we keep it real
as activists inside the migration crisis. The LGBTQ and
the European utopia - or big expectations. Welcome
to the real life after your TV has been turned off.
Two gay fellows searching for love and recognition
inside an asylum center, in the streets of Denmark,
and online. The value of the skin color, the pride

and prejudice of a racist and materialist generation.
Decolonizing/decriminalizing and the tight embrace
of one’s own rights. Share your blessings and

your privileges as well.

CAMP open!
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From the series William Freeman, you can’t hold an angel (2017)
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Introduction

by Frederikke Hansen and Tone Olaf Nielsen
Directors of CAMP

William Freeman - you can’t hold angel is an exhibition by Chilean artist and
dissident Pablo Andres, who is currently seeking asylum in Denmark. The
exhibition takes a closer look at conditions for LGBTQ asylum seekers from
the Global South and maps the artist’'s encounter with homophobia in the
Danish asylum process and with racism in the Western gay community.

The exhibition revolves around the queer figure William Freeman (William
the free man), who in the photo series William Freeman, you can’t hold an
angel (2017) jumps out the window of his room in the asylum center wearing
only tights and a set of black angel wings.

The series brings to mind Robert Mapplethorpe’s photographic
documentation of the male figure and queer life in 1970s and 1980s New
York City and leaves it up to the viewer to decide whether William is about
to commit suicide or if he is showing a way out of the asylum camp’s hell.

With photography, video, collage, and objects, Andres examines how
vulnerable queer men from the Global South are lured to the West by
idealized representations of the West as ‘queer Heaven, only to find a
refugee politics that does not always grant them protection and a LGBTQ
community where colored queer men often encounter sexual racism
from white queer men.

Pablo Andres’ show is the first in CAMP’s new exhibition format CAMP open!
This is a format for smaller exhibitions curated by CAMP’s curators that is
able to respond promptly to artistic and political developments and to show
less established names. CAMP open! is designed to promote emerging
artists among new citizens with refugee or immigrant background.

The exhibition is generously supported by Det Obelske Familiefond, Statens
Kunstfond, and Foreningen Roskilde Festival.

CAMP open!



A conversation

between Pablo Andres and Eddie Esmail

Eddie: Would you tell us about your solo exhibition in CAMP titled
William Freeman - you can’t hold an angel?

Pablo: The exhibition is about beauty and stories of gay love, about
expectations and materialism, racism and religion, and about sorrow. |

am trying to deconstruct stereotypes and gender roles, with a focus on
sexuality and the materialistic industries of our time. The exhibition centers
on the human body and social roles and stigmas surrounding it. It is about
the manipulation of the fashion industry, the art industry, and the sex
industry. So it is a critique of what is considered a normal lifestyle, which

is the one that the media promotes.

I have designed the exhibition space in such a way that the audience will
find beauty and perhaps some answers... | want to get into everyone’s mind,
I want to get closer... That’s why the exhibition is accompanied by a series of
live performative guided tours by me every Saturday during the exhibition
period.

You are from Chile. Could you tell us about your background? What was
your childhood like in Chile?

It was very wild. At an early age, | was exposed to cruel adults. My
childhood was characterized by loneliness, spent between libraries and my
grandmother’s house. Avoiding the judgmental eyes of men. | was raped as
a child... and | guess that this event has affected my life forever.

You have told me earlier that you were studying to become a nurse.
From your experience, what was it like to be an LGBTQ student?

I never met people reacting with so disgust to my persona and my ways

before this. Students and professors mixed in a vicious circle of pure
discrimination and persecution against my identity.

Center for Art on Migration Politics
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| was a great student. Unfortunately, the way I look, talk, and move
overshadowed people’s perception of my capabilities. They don’t want
queers in the hospitals. Both staff and patients there reject us, don’t trust
us. For instance, | was excluded from the pediatric ward... That’s is not
acceptable in a health institution.

You were harassed at nursing school by a professor. Can you tell us what
happened?

I can tell you that hate moves mountains as well. Whenever you have a
homophobic man with power over you, he can make you feel sorry about
being alive. Behind the closed doors of my nursing school, | was subjected
to sexual harassment and verbal and physical abuse by a professor.
Sometimes, other homophobes in my class participated.

My professor did not understand that being queer is not considered to be
degenerate anymore and not regarded as a disease anymore. | reported
the abuse to the principle, but the professor wasn'’t fired - instead | got
expelled. The principle told me that due to my sexual identity, | have no
future in any Chilean hospital.

You tried to take the case to court. Would you tell us about that?

I was not given the opportunity to defend myself according to the anti-
discrimination law in Chile. Doors closed on me. The police refused to help,
and the Chilean courts as well. The LGBTQ community was also scared and
we were in disagreement on how to proceed.

I will never understand how a victim inside an educational institution can
be denied justice. The press changed their minds and suddenly stopped
covering my case. | was on my own. At the time, my family said that | was
asking for trouble because of the way | am.

When did you start making art and how would you describe your art
practice?

| started collecting things for artistic objectives when | was seven years old.
| was very attracted to pictures of flowers and landscapes, but mainly of

CAMP open!



bodies, especially the female body. | enjoyed collecting images of beautiful
things and was very serious about it.

I have a memory of my mother not coming to parent/teacher’s meetings,
so the school punished me by pulling me out of the classroom and placing
me in the library where | was surrounded by art books. There | learned
about paintings. | learned the languages of art early on and | was able to
communicate with adults through that language. The other kids bullied me
so | found peace in art.

For me art is a compulsion. When | am inspired, | do art. And | work with
a lot of different art forms: photography, objects, performance. | express
myself through art rather than spoken language. My art practice is my
reaction to what is happening in my life.

Why did you decide to leave Chile and seek asylum in Denmark?

| wanted to experience what people call ‘'safety,” which is a privilege of the
Nordic countries. | left in order to get a better life, to live without fear and
discrimination.

When did you arrive in Denmark and what is it like to live in an asylum
camp as LGBTQ person?

I arrived in 2016. | feel like a criminal who has to live in a camp far away from
the ‘normal and documented persons.’ We, the people in the camps, are
the unwanted ones and don’t enjoy the same privileges that citizens have.
Living in the asylum system is one of the most humiliating experiences of
my life. It is degrading, unhealthy, and inhuman. The camp can be a wild
and dangerous place.

For an LGBTQ person to take a shower in the male shower room, for
instance, can be a nightmare; you get discriminatory remarks and offensive
treatment from many of the other so-called normal asylum seekers, who
forget that all kinds of people need to be respected. There is a general

lack of respect for difference and if | speak to the women in the camp, the
men get jealous. It’s hard to find privacy and you never feel safe in this
environment of people living under extreme pressure.

Center for Art on Migration Politics
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The photo series Willliam Freeman, you can’t hold an angel is the main
piece in your exhibition. It was developed in the Danish asylum camp
Kalundborg. What is the series about?

The series is a representation of moments of intimacy between two people.
William and | were the only openly gay people in the camp, so we were
always together. We were not invited to other people’s rooms in the camp,
so we were alone and had to create our own safe space.

In this series, | am opening the Pandora’s box of what a gay bedroom is,
which is not that different from any other bedroom or from a free person’s
bedroom. The first thing you see in the photos is a body, William’s body.
William is an African man - and visually he looks very fit and very beautiful.
In our room, we had our toys like the black angel wings that William is
wearing in the series. But we also had our books and long conversations
about life and experiences that we discussed in the bedroom - just like
everybody else does in their bedrooms. When removing his clothes in the
series, William was pealing off his layers of protection and embracing his
spiritual side. But this angel is stuck in a room. In the room, he is free and
safe but he is not outside flying.

In a broader perspective, the series also touches upon sexual paraphilia,
upon the sexual objectification of the black body, which | see as a
contemporary extension of the sexual abuse of enslaved black people
during colonialism.

Was it easy for you to get into the gay community in Denmark and meet
new people?

For me, it has been easy to meet people but difficult to develop
relationships because I'm living in an isolated camp.

What are your thoughts about the art scene in Denmark?

My first experience with the Danish art scene was an event hosted by

the former US ambassador in Denmark, who was working towards the
same objectives of inclusion as | am. | found a safe space there, a space of
belonging. During that event, | met another artist who told me about the
Trampoline House and CAMP.

CAMP open!



You told me earlier that Copenhagen Pride 2017 was your first Pride
parade. What was it like?

It was the first time | felt safe during a parade. In my country, the police
escort us, but sometimes they forget that they are there to protect us.
Sometimes they protect the spectators from us, as if we were dangerous.
Here in Copenhagen, everybody is parading with us; you see families with
kids joining without being afraid.

What do you hope to accomplish with your art?

For this specific exhibition, | want to show the audience that a migrant or

a refugee can be anybody. In a different context, maybe it could be you?

In a way, | am really exposing myself and putting my journey on display in
many forms of expression. What | am always aiming for and what drives my
art is to try to be original, even though | know that the original is not always
original. But | feel that my originality lies in my artistic examination of my
own life.

Bio

Pablo Andres was born in Chile 1985: My transition is the consequence

of a lifetime under systematic persecution and my rebellion against any
oppression to my gender identity. | have a diploma in art, but in my case art
came together with my instinct to survive and be safe. To be an artist is to
be like the fool, the card with no number in the Tarot.

Eddie Esmail is an architect, artist, and LGBTQ activist born 1988 in
Khartoum, Sudan. In 2012, he joined Bedayaa, a LGBT organization for Nile
Valley (Sudan and Egypt). He immigrated to Norway in January 2013 where
he lives and works now. He has served for three years as a board member of
Queer World, an organization for people with minority background. He has
been working on issues related to human rights, intersectionality, racism,
and asylum. In September 2015, he organized the first debate in Norway on
sexual racism titled “Racism hidden in sexual preferences.” Moreover, he is
the founder of the art group Lichens, a political art group. Recently,

he participated in an exhibition at Centre de Création Contemporaine
Olivier Debré, France.

Center for Art on Migration Politics



Info

EVENTS & EDUCATION PROGRAM

Opening party
Friday, June 1, 2018, 6 pm-12 am

6-6:30: Welcome drinks and speeches /
by CAMP’s directors and Pablo Andres
6:30-7:30: Exhibition viewing and community dinner
(suggested donation DKK 30)
7:30-8: Artist talk and performance / by Pablo Andres
8-12: Party / with live music, DJs, bar

The opening is part of the 7th birthday celebration of Trampoline House:
Copenhagen Refugee Center, in which CAMP is located

Guided tours

Every Saturday from 3-4 pm during the exhibition period, Pablo Andres
gives a performative guided tour in the exhibition (last Saturday of the
month closed). The guided tours are in English. Admission DKK 20. Free
admission for people in the asylum system

For dates, see CAMP’s special events calendar: campcph.org/events/

SPONSORS

M| DET
OBELSKE FORENINGEN
¥ | FAMILIEFOND ’ ROSKILDE FESTIVAL 2 TATENS KUNSTFOND

10 CAMP open!



CAMP
Center for Art
on Migration Politics

COLOPHON

Graphic Design
Thomas Elsted

Visit
CAMP /
Center for Art on Migration Politics

c/o Trampoline House
Thoravej 7
DK-2400 Copenhagen NV

(+45) 7214 07 66
info@campcph.org
campcph.org

facebook.com/campcph
twitter.com/campcph
instagram.com/campcph

Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 1-6 pm

Saturday 2-5 pm (free guided tours Saturdays 3-4 pm)
Closed every last Friday and Saturday of the month!

Admission
DKK20/€3/%$3
Free admission for people in the asylum system

Center for Art on Migration Politics
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Works in the exhibition

Fra serien William Freeman,
you can’t hold an angel (2017)

Self-portrait (2016)

Chile on my back (2016)

12 CAMP open!
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